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Landford comes within the Landford Forest Farmlands and the West Wellow  Heaths and 
Commons landscape character areas (as defined in the New  Forest Landscape Character 
Assessment, 2000). The majority of the parish consists of  gently rolling countryside approximately 
100 feet above sea level. In a few  places, the ground to the north of the parish rises to 200 feet 
above sea level. 
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1 See Environmental Designations Map in Appendix 5
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LANDFORD VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT



3.1 Geology

Stock Lane and Landford Wood situated to the northeast of the A36 is geologically predominantly 
Nursling Sand surrounded to the north by London Clay, with Wittering Formation covering a band 
to the south of the area. Further to the northwest of the A36 the area is predominantly London Clay 
with a few  areas of Nursling Sand around its edges. The geology starts to change as you travel 
south towards the River Blackwater. To the north of  the river there is Whitecliffe Sand, then river 
terrace deposits and alluvium in a band along the line of the river, and Wittering Formation on the 
higher ground to the south with a band of Earnley Sand running around the southern corner of 
Landford Common and across New  Road. A circular pocket of Earnley Sand straddles New  Road 
near the junction with the A36 and River Terrace Deposits form a band straddling and parallel to 
Sherfield English Road and the south-eastern parish boundary.

Much of the area to the north of  the Blackwater is still heavily wooded (some for commercial 
purposes) and where the land has been cleared it is mainly still used for cattle grazing on small 
farms. On the other hand, the area to the south of  the river has a long association with the New 
Forest and at one time there was a continuous stretch of common land from Plaitford Common to 
the east through Landford Common to Hamptworth Common to the west. Several of  the properties 
in this area (including to the east of  the A36) still hold Commoners Rights. It is in this area following 
the sale to Lady Nelson in 1861 that most of the housing has been created forming the modern 
village.

3.2 Rivers, Lakes & Ponds

The two main rivers in the parish are the Blackwater and Parkwater. The Blackwater forms the 
southern parish boundary with Redlynch until it reaches the Lyndhurst Road, and again where it 
meets the Parkwater it forms the eastern boundary until it reaches the Hampshire boundary at 
Sherfield English Road. The Parkwater also forms the eastern boundary of  the parish to where it 
meets the boundary with Whiteparish to the north.  

The Blackwater River is formed from several streams 
that drain the land to the west and north of  the area 
in the parish of  Redlynch, including numerous small 
brooks that flow  from Homans Copse. The river flows 
across the parish from west to east with several other 
small streams joining it as it traverses the parish. 
Another natural stream rises on Whiteparish 
Common, meanders south to cross the fields of  Bush 
Farm and continues on to the southeast side of 
Wickets Green Farm where it then crosses under the 
A36 and joins a tributary of the Blackwater in 
Barrows Lane.

By the 10th and 11th century there was a mill on the Blackwater and a small community formed 
around it. There was a mill in Glebe Lane until at least 1810 but it is not known what happened to it 
after that date.
 
The Environment Agency (EA) considers that the only developed area at risk from flooding is land 
adjacent to Glebe Lane. The EA monitors both rivers for various types of pollution and their 
ecological condition is said to be moderate, mainly due to high levels of  nitrates and phosphate. 
These high levels may be naturally occurring or may be due to agricultural runoff. They also 
measure the groundwater at various points across the parish and it is recorded as being of good 
quality.  

 River Blackwater

                                                  Section 3 Page 2 of 10



 GOAL 3.2.1 – To protect river levels and the natural water table against the effects of  water 
 extraction.

There are no records of  either river ever suffering from general or industrial pollution and the EA 
consider that there are no pollution hazards to either river within the parish.
 
There are two old natural ponds in the lay-by off  the A36 at Golden Acres Garden Centre. They are 
both choked with reeds and rubbish. However, once restored they could significantly add to the 
character of this part of the parish.

 GOAL 3.2.2 – To prevent any detrimental effect on the rivers, streams or ponds as a result 
 of any  development, and to enhance them by good management.

3.3 Land Drainage

Drainage ditches and channels were dug at some time in the distant past to alleviate flooding and 
create more farmland.
 
To the west of Lyndhurst Road a channel extends from the northern end of Pear Tree Drive to a 
point behind Landford Post Office where it is joined by a ditch which starts from the playing field in 
School Road, Nomansland. This channel crosses Lyndhurst Road and runs in a straight line across 
Landford Common until it crosses under the A36 and joins the Blackwater at Giles Lane.
 
 GOAL 3.3.1 – To restore, retain and maintain ditches, grips and open drains which are so 
 important to the character of the area. The replacement of  these features with gulleys, 
 pipes or culverts is considered undesirable.

The sewerage system (the responsibility of Southern Water) suffers from the ingress of surface 
water, particularly during wet winter periods. There is therefore limited spare capacity to serve new 
developments. It is important to ensure that capacity checks are carried out before any new 
developments are connected to the system. The natural drainage of surface water through soak-
aways will prevent discharge into the sewerage system and comply with the requirements of 
Southern Water.

3.4 Agricultural Activity
 
There was a period when agriculture in Landford followed the New  Forest pattern of  small 
farmsteads based on a large common with shared grazing rights. Some of the old farm houses still 
enjoy forest rights such as use of timber, pannage and grazing. Following enclosure in 1861, 
Landford Common became private farmland. Ribbon development took place along New  Road and 
Lyndhurst Road so that much of  the agricultural land has been replaced by residential 
development. Similarly the development of  Forest Road and the three Drives was originally 
farmland belonging to the local farm and dairy.   Apple orchards for cider production along the 
south side of New Road were another form of land use that has ceased.  

Except for Landford Bog and some of the fields to the south of New  Road almost all the natural 
heath with tightly grazed grass and gorse has been lost. Development along Lyndhurst Road and 
New Road has left only one small corridor for wildlife to migrate from and to the New Forest.  

To retain the open landscape and diverse nature of  the New  Forest it is necessary to provide a 
grazing regime that will support ponies and cattle, and this in turn requires an adequate supply of 
back-up land to provide sufficient winter grazing. Much of this land lies within the New  Forest 
fringes, including the parish of Landford, and is held by a dwindling number of farmers occupying 
farmsteads of 50 to 80 acres. Their way of life and farming practices have contributed so much to 
framing the characteristics of the landscape. However, commercial considerations are putting this 
way of life under increasing threat.
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Most of  the land is used for grazing cattle (both beef  and dairy herds) or growing crops for winter 
feed. There is also an increasing use of land for horses and horticulture. Cattle farming has created 
two main forms of field use; either permanent pasture or arable land producing grass, barley or 
maize, often in rotation. The presence of  cattle is also responsible for the nature of most 
agricultural buildings in the parish. These tend to be large modern barns which either house 
animals in winter or are for storage of food stuffs and machinery. The general trend in agricultural 
buildings is that they become ever larger to house bigger equipment or for economies of  scale. 
Whilst wishing to continue with current practices, it is also necessary to recognize the need to 
provide buildings that are suitable for modern machinery and keeping animals in conditions 
compatible with modern standards of animal welfare.

 GOAL 3.4.1 – Encourage farming practices that will allow  the continued agricultural use of 
 farm buildings.
 
There is very little production of  arable crops for human consumption largely because the soil is too 
poor and patchy to produce economic yields. Horticulture however does exist and a large amount 
of lettuce and other salad crops are grown particularly along the stretch of the A36 known as the 
Landford Levels. This form of agriculture is labour intensive and relies on seasonal labour for 
harvesting.

There are also forms of agriculture not linked to food production. For example there is Landford 
Common Farm Stud, Landford Trees and the new  Lavender Farm in Giles Lane. The land is 
increasingly being used for horses where the land is often divided into small paddocks bounded by 
post and rail fencing, with field shelters dotted here and there. 

There is a tendency for farms to be either very large for economies of scale, or sufficiently small 
that they can be run as a part-time operation by farmers who often spend much of their time 
employed as contractors, hiring out themselves with their machinery. It is likely that 75% of  the land 
in the parish is owned and farmed by as little as 20 families and individuals. Cooperation will be 
required to ensure that the interests of  landowners and the village residents work for the common 
good of the community.

 GOAL 3.4.2 – Foster the development of the community by promoting cooperation between 
 landowners and villagers.

A summary of land usage is given in Appendix 4 as a map,

3.5 Woodland, Trees & Hedgerows

The different soils may well account for the differences in woodland to be 
found on either side of the River Blackwater. On the north side from Landford 
Wood by way of the Earldoms and into Homan’s Copse there are ancient 
woodlands dominated by oak and beech with a mixture of  other native species 
such as ash and sycamore. There is also some commercial woodland at 
Earldoms which is mainly spruce and larch. Continuing westwards, Langley 
Wood is a National Nature Reserve and typical of the woods north of the river. 
Oak is the commonest species with alder, aspen, sallow, hornbeam, field 
maple, beech, holly, yew, crab apple and wild service also present.

To the south of  the river, with the 
noticeable exception of  Captains Copse which would appear 
to be at least one hundred and fifty years old and contains a 
wide range of native species, the sparse woodland is much 
more recent, typically consisting of pioneer species of  trees 
such as silver birch, pines and holly with chestnut, oak and 
beech now becoming established.  
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       Trees in New Road

“Old” A36



Many of the roads and lanes in the area are at least partially tree lined and they all contribute to the 
streetscape, helping to maintain the rural atmosphere and appearance.  Virtually all the native 
species can be found somewhere in the parish. There are also a considerable number of non-
native trees from the North American continent and Australia, primarily introduced for ornamental 
purposes. These include various species of fir, eucalyptus and flowering cherries. Fortunately 
Cupressus Leylandii are noticeable by their absence. Trees and hedges play such an important 
part in creating the essential character of any rural landscape. To reinforce this character, locally 
native species should be used wherever possible in new plantings. (See also 7.11)

 GOAL 3.5.1 – To encourage the retention and/or restoration of trees and hedgerows to 
 benefit wildlife and the local street scene. 

In 2009 seven tree wardens were appointed in Landford as part of  the Wiltshire Council Tree 
Warden Scheme. The object is to carry out an in depth survey of the parish to establish those trees 
that are worthy of preservation and which need special protection.

 GOAL 3.5.2 – To identify and record trees of particular historical, cultural or amenity value. 

Examples of some of the most notable trees in the area are as follows:
 
      Stock Lane – A truly magnificent oak tree, approximately 

twenty-one feet in circumference. The rule of  thumb guides 
for aging trees give an age in excess of 450 years.  

Glebe Lane – A superb specimen of lime tree, which 
unfortunately is often damaged by the increasing number of 
passing HGVs using the lane and despite all, it still survives.

Beech Grange – On the south eastern edge of the estate 
there is a wonderful stand of Scots Pine that forms a clear 
landmark in an otherwise mainly open part of the countryside.

St. Andrews Church – On the boundary with Landford Manor 
there is a very large beech, a tree which is not very common    
in the village. The tree complements the Church where they 

  stand on a knoll overlooking the A36 and the Landford Levels.

Whilst the local trees are an important feature in this area, so are the hedgerows that line the 
roadsides.  They create a rural appearance and provide such a vital habitat for birds and small 
animals. The tradition of laying hedges is no longer practiced, so they are either trimmed back 
mechanically or allowed to grow  on to maturity, displaying their true variety of indigenous species. 
Hawthorn is predominant in hedgerows surrounding most farmland and bordering the lanes, but 
other species such as blackthorn, buckthorn and field maple can also be found competing with the 
saplings of ash and sycamore.

 GOAL 3.5.3 – To mitigate the effects of traffic and improve the environment by planting 
 roadside trees and hedgerows. 

Even if  it does reduce the problems of maintenance, the habit of  grubbing out hedges and 
replacing them with various forms of  fencing seriously harms the character of  the area. Similarly in 
the more built up areas, the replacement of  the original hedgerow  with either fencing or walls has 
created a more suburban appearance, which could be avoided by the planting of a suitable 
frontage hedge. The curtilage boundary hedges of the older traditional dwellings are nearly all 
hawthorn (with the odd holly bush) providing a splendid sight when in flower in May and a great 
attraction to thrushes and blackbirds in the autumn when covered in red berries.

 GOAL 3.5.4 –To encourage the proper maintenance of existing hedges, and their 
 restoration following any development.

Lime tree, Glebe Lane
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3.6 Tree Preservation Orders

Since 1948 the Town and Country Planning Act has made provision for the legal protection of 
important amenity trees and woodlands by Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs). Orders can be made 
on single trees, groups of trees, areas of trees or whole woodlands.  The Local Planning Authority 
(LPA) has a duty to make TPOs if it is felt that the loss of trees would be detrimental to the local 
amenity.  TPOs are more commonly imposed in urban environments but are not restricted to any 
particular setting. 
TPO controls prohibit the cutting down, uprooting, topping, lopping, willful damage or willful 
destruction of trees without prior consent from the Local Planning Authority. Pruning or cutting 
down protected trees without prior consent can result in prosecution and a maximum fine of 
£20,000 for each offence. There may also be a requirement to replace felled trees. Before 
undertaking any works to TPO trees you must submit a written application to the LPA.

 GOAL 3.6.1 – To identify and formally protect suitable trees or groups of trees.

A full list of  current TPOs is given in Appendix 1, but always check with the planning authorities for 
any additions or amendments.

3.7 Roads, Lanes and Paths

The parish has every classification of road ranging from the A36 trunk road right down to 
unclassified lanes. The volume of  traffic through the parish has increased significantly over the 
past 20 years, much of it commuter traffic and light commercial vehicles. 

Speeding through the village is a constant complaint of residents, as it destroys the tranquility of 
the area. Attempts to control the speed of  traffic have led to a proliferation of  urban style road 
signage and other street furniture cluttering roadside verges. There is clear evidence of road 
surface damage caused by Heavy Goods Vehicles and verge damage where they pass each other 
in what are essentially country lanes. 

The Primary School, Village Hall, Chapel, Landford Stores and the Post Office, are all located 
along Lyndhurst Road (B3079), which has accumulated a multitude of  urban style street clutter. 
This includes speed signs, direction signs, road crossings with bollards and coloured road 
markings, power and telephone poles, bus shelters (lit at night), a modern telephone box, and steel 
bridge railings.

Design Considerations for Roads
Rural road improvements within Landford should adopt the Department for Transport’s ‘Manual for 
Streets’ guidance which advocates a more contextual approach to road layout. Also refer to the 
joint English Heritage / Department for Transport’s ‘Streets for All,' which stresses the importance 
of reflecting local distinctiveness and avoiding clutter through the design and management of  the 
road environment.

Lyndhurst  Road with & without street furniture
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 GOAL 3.7.1 – To adopt a more contextual approach to road layout (including the use of 
 signage which is consistent with the rest of the New  Forest National Park), and avoid 
 further urbanization by cluttering roads with unnecessary devices & associated street 
 furniture.

Footpaths
 
Paths that run alongside roads are primarily covered with tarmac. All the major roads through the 
village have a footpath at least on one side of the road. The unclassified lanes do not have 
footpaths but are usually edged with a generous verge and ditch.

Within the village, a sense of  place should be maintained through the use of  local materials and 
sensitive design. Locally distinctive streetscapes should be preserved, enhanced and used as 
references when designing changes to the roads and paths.

 GOAL 3.7.2 - To ameliorate the harsh effects of  kerbs and tarmac by the use of other 
 methods and  materials for separating pedestrians from traffic.

Verges
 
Throughout the parish there are winding lanes with canopies of 
trees, verges and hedgerows that help to create the rural 
atmosphere typical of this area. These support a plethora of 
interesting wildlife and have done so for centuries. Colourful 
displays of  wild flowers abound throughout the year where the 
verges are left to nature. They provide a vital refuge for the local 
fauna and flora. 

The community (most significantly farmers) have achieved a 
great deal in protecting the environment by the sensitive 
management of  hedgerows and the preservation of  trees that 
provide such a haven for the local wildlife. However, as a result 
of commercial considerations and demands for more housing, 
there is a need to ensure that these areas are preserved. 

 GOAL 3.7.3 – To retain the existing verges and hedgerows that are so important to the rural 
 character of the area.

3.8 Ancient Byways & Public Footpaths

In England and Wales a public footpath is a path on which the public have a legally protected right 
to travel on foot. In Landford they form a network of short paths offering a choice of routes to 
different destinations, usually linking the earlier settlement areas with the farms and large estates 
where people worked. Most of  the footpaths are hundreds of years old. The blocking of paths by 
landowners, or putting barbed wire alongside the path, are criminal offences.

Landford has an extensive network of  cross-country footpaths, which are described in the 
‘Landford Footpath Guide’ booklet available from the Post Office. A group of volunteers walk these 
paths during the winter months to clear overgrown vegetation, maintain the way marking and report 
to Wiltshire Council on the condition of stiles, blockages due to fallen trees and the general 
condition of the footpath network.
 

 GOAL 3.8.1 – To protect and maintain the network of footpaths for future generations.
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Two of the more ancient routes possibly used for the movement of cattle or other stock are:

Latchmore Drove

In mediaeval times there was a substantial trade in cattle from Wales and Ireland across the 
counties of Somerset, Wiltshire and Berkshire towards London as the population expanded. 
Perhaps Latchmore Drove was a part of  that network or it may have been as mundane as a 
collection road from local farms joining up with routes to Salisbury, Southampton and Lyndhurst. 
Both Salisbury and Lyndhurst used to hold substantial livestock markets, as indeed Salisbury still 
does today.

Latchmore Drove is nowadays a simple rural track, used mainly by leisure walkers and local 
farmers. 
 
Footpath through Homan’s Copse and Langley Wood
 
This is footpath number 13 in the ‘Landford Footpath Guide’. In places this path has some of  the 
characteristics of a typical drove. It has mediaeval banks which helped guide what were probably 
commoners’ animals between commons and settlements.
 
3.9 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

Within the parish boundaries there are five SSSIs. The three most important are as follows.
 

Landford Bog
Landford Bog was designated as an SSSI in 1987 
and is managed by Wiltshire Wildlife Trust. It is one 
of the few  Wiltshire remnants of  the internationally 
rare habitat of lowland bog and heath. It supports 
many plant species which are decreasing in lowland 
Britain and are already scarce in Wiltshire. It is a 
typical valley bog, with peat lining a linear 
depression. It is supplied with water from the 
surrounding higher ground. The management of the 
surrounding higher ground is of vital importance to 
the quality of water entering the bog. The bog areas 
are dominated by bog mosses, including Sphagnum 
Magellanicum (the only site in Wiltshire where this is 
found), bog asphodel, cross-leaved heath and 
purple moorgrass. Among the rare plants present 
are marsh St Johns wort, pale butterwort, white 

beak sedge, many-stalked spike-rush and common cotton grass. Scrub and silver birch have taken 
over the area surrounding the bog since it was enclosed.

Landford Heath
Landford Heath was deemed a SSSI in 1994. It is an area of botanically diverse wet heath, mire 
and acid grassland, representing a fragment of  the extensive heathland which at one time linked 
Hampworth and Plaitford Commons. Landford Heath contains habitats which have always been 
rare in the county and which are now  almost completely destroyed. Some plants which are 
particularly rare in Wiltshire include bog asphodel, and the insectivorous round-leaved and oblong-
leaved sundews. The rare shrubs alder buckthorn and bog myrtle are found here.

The heath supports about eighteen species of  dragon fly, more than any other site in Wiltshire. 
Among the scarcer and more uncommon are the small red damsel fly, the ruddy darter, the black 
darter, keeled skimmer and golden ringed dragon fly. Britain’s largest arachnid, the raft spider, 
occurs here, where it hunts small fish, tadpoles and invertebrates from the surface of  pools. The 
heath is currently used for paint ball games, which is considered inappropriate for a SSSI. 

 Landford Bog
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Langley Wood and Homan’s Copse
Designated a SSSI in 1985, it only partially lies 
within the parish. It is a National Nature Reserve 
and is also part of the New  Forest Special Area of 
Conservation under the European Habitats 
Directive. The whole SSSI covers an area of  more 
than 500 acres. The majority of the site is under 
minimum intervention management, where planting 
and felling is avoided. Any trees that fall naturally 
are allowed to rot where they fall, creating a natural 
habitat for specialized fungi and insects. There are a 
few  small conifer plantations within the site. As they 
are harvested, natural regeneration is allowed to 
take place, and gradually broad leaved trees will 
become re-established. In some of the conifer 
plantations there is dense bracken cover, which 
inhibits natural regeneration. Various methods of 
controlling the bracken, including the use of pigs, are 
being tried.
 

Langley Wood is an extensive tract of  ancient 
forest, which appears to have no continuous 
history of  grazing or coppicing. This has led to a 
forest that has been less altered by man than 
most lowland woodland in Britain. Much of the 
wood consists of oak forest but there is a wide 
range of woodland trees, reflecting the variations 
in drainage and soil types. Because of  this 
Langley Wood and Homan’s Copse form a rich 
and varied woodland. After oak the commonest 
species are birch, ash and hazel. Also present 
are alder, aspen, sallow, hornbeam, field maple, 
beech, holly, yew, crab apple and wild service. Of 
particular note, the small leaved lime is present 
which is rare if not extinct in the New Forest.
 

Under the oak stands there are a range of scarce woodland plant species, including lily-of-the-
valley, great woodrush, orpine, pignut, solomons-seal and butchers broom. The site has four 
streams, fed by springs. The presence of these streams help provide a rich diversification of plants, 
such as opposite leaved golden saxifrage, loose-spiked wood sedge, water avens and alder 
buckthorn. Along the bank of one stream there are a number of  hay scented buckler ferns, in their 
only location in central southern England.
 
The site also supports a wide range of  breeding birds, including buzzard, nightingale, nightjar, 
redstart, wood warbler, woodcock and lesser spotted woodpecker. Muntjac, roe, fallow, sika and 
red deer also live in the wood. 

The New Forest    
Lying outside the parish, but immediately to the south of it, the New Forest SSSI covers about 
29,000 ha of open heathland, mire, grasslands and ancient woodland.  It forms one of the most 
important areas of semi-natural habitat in northern Europe, and is protected by international 
legislation.  

Homan’s Copse 

            Langley Wood

  Section 3 Page 9 of 10



The Forest is still largely maintained by the ancient commoning system, which allows the grazing 
of open land by cattle and ponies.  The quality and extent of the habitats support an extraordinary 
number of rare species as well as those declining in numbers in the wider countryside.  It is known 
in particular for the variety of lichens and invertebrates associated with ancient trees, for flowering 
plants such as the wild gladiolus found nowhere else in the country and for a number of notable 
birds species, such as the Dartford Warbler and Wood Lark.

 GOAL 3.9.1 – Identify possible sites for the creation of further protected environmental 
 areas. 

3.10 Landford Common 

Since the earliest records of human habitation, Landford Common was certainly the most important 
feature in this area. On the Common there are four barrows, three of which are scheduled 
monuments, multiple ancient track ways and remnants of  a field system. All of  these features show 
how the Common has been used by mankind since early historical times. 

Enclosure acts were originally used in the early 1400s but Landford was not affected until 1861. 
Typically, before enclosure, commoners would grow  crops wherever they could during the growing 
season and then graze animals on the whole common for the rest of the year. They would have 
had the right to collect fuel all year round and possibly also use the common as a source of water. 
Again it was typical that commoners who owned their own homes would sign away their rights for 
the exclusive use of  a few  acres of land. Tenants did not fare so well, as since they did not own 
their homes they simply lost all of  their rights. The areas of the Common that were of  little use for 
agricultural purposes, (that is the Bog and the Heath), were largely left as rough grazing.
 
The stretch of  New  Road from its junction with Lyndhurst Road to the entrance to Landford 
Common Farm provides the only wildlife corridor that allows access from the New  Forest and the 
Heath onto the remains of the Common. This area is vital for the passage of  wild creatures 
between these two areas.
  
 GOAL 3.10.1 – Retain the open space across New  Road and protect and enhance this vital 
 wildlife corridor to the New Forest.
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