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LandLandLandLandford Annual Parish Meetingford Annual Parish Meetingford Annual Parish Meetingford Annual Parish Meeting    
 

Minutes of meeting held at Landford Village Hall on 18th May 2016 at 
7.30pm 

Present 

Cllr MJ Proctor (Chairman) J Wright (Clerk) 20 Members of the Parish 

Cllr L Randall (WC)   

 

01/16 Apologies 
Apologies were received from Mr MJ Lugton. 

 

02/16 The minutes of the May 2015 Annual Parish Meeting had been agreed and signed at an earlier Parish 

Council meeting. 

03/16 Wiltshire Policing – PCSO M Smith 
The Officer attempted to explain a new organisational pattern for rural policing which is thought will provide a 

better service to those areas.  It is to be implemented in September/October 2016.  There was some confusion 

regarding staffing levels.  The Parish Clerk has since established the following:  the current areas for 

Neighbourhood Policing may be combined into a larger area; the PCSOs will primarily keep their existing beat 

but will be available to work in other areas if required.   The PCSOs are provided with sufficient technology to 

enable them to work largely from their beat area and not to spend long periods of time in the office.  This new 

Community Policing model has already been trialled elsewhere in Wiltshire over the previous 12 months. 

 

04/16 Wiltshire Council & NFNPA – Cllr L Randall 
a) Wiltshire Council is consulting on Public Transport because it currently spends more than £5m per year 

subsidising bus services, and in some cases this is effectively £15 per passenger journey.  It must 

therefore be possible to spend the money better.  The reduction in the X7 service is because Hampshire 

County Council withdrew its share of the subsidy. 

b) Planning is a major part of the NFNPA function and it is currently updating its Planning Policies.  The 

current policies permit housing development in the four defined villages only; the new policies will have 

to look elsewhere as some of these villages are now effectively “full”. 

c) The NFNPA is taking a firm stand with regard to development which still does not have planning consent 

even after an appeal.  

05/16 Parish Council Report – Cllr MJ Martin 
a) The major project during the last 2 years has been the upgrade to the equipment at the Recreation Ground.  

The total project has cost approximately £73k with the following contributors:  Viridor Credits (£36k), 

Cleansing Services group (£20k), Wiltshire Council (£4.7k), donations from parishioners (£5.7k), Parish 

Council (£6.5k).  The old equipment has been replaced and there is also equipment to appeal to the older 

age groups. 

b) Mr B Bennett stated that he had attended the opening of the Upgraded Recreation Ground and had felt very 

proud to be a resident of the parish. 

c) Members of the Parish Council have also attended meetings of Southern Wiltshire Area Board, Community 

Area Transport Group, NF North-east Quadrant.  This enables the parish to express its concerns and to 

ensure that its existence is noted. 

d) Cllr Randall confirmed that it was important for the Parish Council to be represented at such meetings. 

06/16 Speed Limits – Mr J Fairhurst 
a) It seems likely that the Speed Watch initiative will receive more support from senior management within 

Wiltshire Police. 
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b) Approximately 10% of drivers exceed the speed limit even when the highly visible Speed Watch team are 

active which suggests that the number of drivers speeding at other times is rather higher than 10%.  The 

incidence of speeding is higher in the evening when people are going home. 

c) The Police do look at the findings of the Speed Watch teams and regular offenders are visited. 

d) Mr Fairhurst showed the statistics of the team’s findings and then showed a video of an HGV which travelled 

along Glebe Lane and then into Bramshaw.  There are many examples of HGVs using Glebe Lane 

inappropriately.  Unfortunately Lorry Watch is not functional as Trading Standards cannot cope with the 

number of reports generated. 

07/16 Speed Limit on Partridge Hill – Mr I Garnett 
A group of people have organised a petition to be presented to John Glen asking that the 50mph limit along 

Partridge Hill should be reduced to 40mph.   At the time of this meeting 48 people had written individual 

letters in support.  The Clerk confirmed that both Landford and Melchet Park & Plaitford Parish Councils 

had also written in support.  Mr J Fairhurst stated that the Speed Watch team had likewise written. 

08/16 Landford Footpath Committee – Mr M Craddock 
a) The Footpath Committee is an independent body, formed many years ago, but which keeps the Parish Council 

and Wiltshire Council Rights of Way Officer informed of its activities. 

b) It has an annual programme which inspects each footpath in the parish and then implements a schedule for 

clearing as required.  It also does remedial work throughout the year. 

c) The South Wiltshire Rambling Group has helped this year with the installation of new stiles and kissing 

gates. 

d) The Committee produces a Landford Footpath Guide which is regularly updated and is self-financing. 

09/16 Landford Community Partnership – Mr J Hurst 
a) The revised Plan is now available and is much briefer than the original Plan since this contained the basic 

work.  The activities are delivered by a variety people and this seems to work well. 

b) The LCP produces a directory each year which is delivered to every household.  The advertising more than 

covers the cost to produce and the surplus is being offered in the form of grants to community groups.  

The Footpath Committee has been granted money to buy a brush-cutter. 

c) Mrs W Quick stated that although the Coffee Cafe was well-supported it was not attracting those individuals 

who may have difficulty getting out to socialise, and for whom the Cafe was initially intended.  Mr MJ 

Martin observed that this was a shame as the cakes were particularly good. 

10/16 Maybush Copse & Landford Bog – Mr MJ Martin 
a) The aim has been to create a small wild-life place in Maybush Copse but the trees form such a dense canopy 

that little grows beneath them.  Many trees have been cleared on one side of the path to see if this enables 

other plants to become established. 

b) Landford Bog has been owned by Wiltshire Wildlife Trust since 1970.  The area is particularly important to 

the WWT because it has acid soil whereas most of Wiltshire is on chalk.  The Bog has been neglected 

and silver birch has become established:  a group of volunteers have been digging out the silver birch this 

winter.  Cattle are also being used to graze the bog to help with the control of brambles etc. 

c) The raft spider has been seen now for two years and the silver-studded blue butterfly is also present.  This 

latter is very rare and it needs special attention to its environment as it will not fly across large gaps 

which do not contain bell heather. 

11/16 Parish Boundary Changes – Cllr L Randall 
 The consultation regarding the merger Nomansland and Hamptworth with Landford has been completed and 

only one respondent objected.  Wiltshire Council has formally approved the merger which will take place 

after at the 2017 May elections.  Nomansland is warded and has three councillors on Redlynch Parish 

Council.  It is expected that Nomansland will remain warded and that it will contribute three councillors 

to Landford Parish Council. 

12/16 Recreation Ground – Cllr D Wilson 
a) The toilets are now open at weekends and during school holidays and so far there have been no problems. 
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b) Bramshaw Cricket Club is again running coaching sessions and are going to install an all-weather wicket at 

the edge of the square. 

13/16 – Defibrillator – Mr M Quick 
He suggested that the village should have a defibrillator and that grants were available.  He wondered if LCP 

were considering this. 

14/16 Thanks  
a) Mr MJ Martin thanked the following for their contribution to the parish: Mrs C Owen for organising the 

Queen’s Litter Pick, Mr M Quick for editing the Village Directory and the ladies who run the Coffee 

Cafe. 

b) Mr K Cameron – thanked all those who gave their time for the benefit of the parish. 

c) Cllr L Randall – said he was very proud to represent Landford:  the Community Plan was valuable when the 

parish was seeking a grant; the work of the Footpath Committee was used as an example by Southern 

Wiltshire Area Board; the Village Design Statement was used as an example by the NPA. 

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.00 p.m., when refreshments were 
available. 

 


