
Landford Site Visit -  notes & brief management report 

Survey undertaken 16th April 2010 for approximately 2.5 hours  

Surveyor: Mark Larter 

1. Brief 

New Forest Land Advice Service (NFLAS) was invited (via New Forest National Park 
Authority officer Saira Sheldrake) to contact the Parish Clerk, Jane Wright to offer to 
undertake a brief ecological survey and site report on the ecological value of this 
small copse owned by Landford Parish Council.  The service was also asked to 
advise on opportunities and threats associated with creating a path through the 
copse thereby linking the recreation ground and Lyndhurst Road.  

2. Site Introduction 

This is a very small copse (0.7 acres).  It is not obviously of ancient semi-natural 
woodland status, exhibiting no obvious age or longevity.  No management (for any 
purpose) appears to have been undertaken for many years and the copse may be 
considered as being in a ‘derelict’ state.  This does not however imply that it has not 
of wildlife importance.  Whilst there is presently no formal/legal public access, the 
site is well used by adjacent residents, especially children and is also used as a 
dump for garden waste by locals. 

3. Observations 

3.1 Woodland composition, structure & condition 

Composition of the dominant species and principal communities is largely native.  
Canopy cover of mature standard trees presently constitutes approximately 40% and 
the combined under-storey and tall scrub layer in the order of 50%.  The under-
storey is generally quite open enabling field and ground flora layers to develop 
reasonably well.  Clearings comprise no more than 10% by area. 

Based on an estimation of the age of under-storey and sub canopy growth it appears 
that much of the site was much more open 25-30 years ago. 

In the absence of management, succession to uniform high forest with the existing 
canopy species and an ever more dominant sub-canopy (and eventual canopy) of 
Sycamore will occur.    

It was pleasing to note that there is no evidence of deer browsing or damage and 
that natural tree succession and regeneration (all be it, not entirely native) is 
adequate.  It was also good to note a reasonable quantity of deadwood on the 
ground.  

3.2 Canopy 



Part, Mature Oak dominated woodland over mature (well spaced) Hawthorn scrub 
with, locally, early succession Sycamore and Ash.  Elsewhere, mature Willow, much 
in a derelict state forms a dominant understorey. 

Standard English Oaks +/- 90 years old (number), occasional young trees (pole 
stage) +/- 20 years old providing sufficient natural regeneration, rare multi-stemmed 
and (as expected) no seedlings. 

Silver Birch is frequent as mature and sub-mature trees and rare multi-stemmed both 
as canopy and sub-canopy occupants.  Much is beneficially Ivy clad.  A small 
proportion have been wind-thrown.  No seedlings or saplings noted. 

3.3 Under storey & tall shrub layer 

Ash, sparse but a nice standard is present (near gate) providing a prolific seed 
source for elsewhere locally abundant seedlings.  Sapling and pole stage individuals 
are rare. 

Sycamore comprising an old standard and cluster of young trees providing seed 
source for generally abundant seed and saplings. 

Hawthorn as an under-storey species is quite notable, with numerous large mature 
specimens.  With willow as fellow co-dominant in wetter areas, Hawthorn is the dry 
ground dominant.  Seedlings and saplings are also widespread and frequent. 

Willow, (probably) mainly as Goat, Grey and Eared hybrids is abundant in the under-
storey as over-stood and increasingly derelict multi-stemmed individuals.  

3.4 Scrub and field layers 

Contrary to expectation, the condition of Bramble was poor with lots of die-back 
despite good light penetration and there are (no longer) any dense patches. 

3.5 Ground flora 

As can be seen from the vascular species record there is quite a high diversity of 
species, many of them unfortunately non-native.  Community composition varies, 
mainly according to seasonal water-logging and flooding events and shading, the 
dominant type being Ivy, Lesser Celendine and Lord’s & Ladies.  In places, there is 
the addition of locally frequent Hemlock Water-dropwort and Nettle.      

4. Boundaries 

Their form and composition varies but there are no old or obviously historic features. 

4.1 House boundary (South) 

Much of this boundary is (fairly recently) earth embanked.  Adjacent properties have 
a variety of boundary features, mainly fence panels or managed Leylandii hedging. 



4.2 Recreation Ground boundary (East) 

Comprises a tall Hawthorn hedge which is tightly sided-up on the recreation ground 
side.  

4.3 Entrance boundary (West) 

Dense conifer hedges and garden shrubs on garden boundaries, enclosed in a chain 
link fence either side of the entrance.  Mesh fence and 5-bar access gate (presently 
locked) with a grass entrance area.  

4.4 Field boundary (North) 

Comprises patches of Blackthorn and a couple of standard Oak trees. 

5. Other species interest 

Time limitations precluded the option to more fully survey the ecological interest of 
the site.  

5.1 Birds - The copse is clearly valuable for a variety of bird species both for feeding 
and nesting. Eleven species were noted during the brief survey.  Parts of the copse 
are sufficiently dense and undisturbed to support breeding.  Tree hole nesting 
species were not observed but this habitat will become available as trees naturally 
mature and degenerate. 

Notable at the time of survey was a Song Thrush (possibly breeding) and Blackcap 
(a migrant warbler and partial resident) exhibiting territorial behaviour.  Magpie and 
Wood Pigeon were confirmed as breeding.  Other common but much declining 
species like House Sparrow and Starling were also noted foraging.  

5.2 Mammals – no noted as present.  Common species including Bank Vole and 
Wood Mouse should be present. 

5.3 Amphibian & reptiles - not noted as present.  Common and/or Palmate Newt 
are identified as present.  Habitat condition is good.  Common Toad is also likely.   

 

6. Management/habitat condition problems 

There is a considerable amount of fly-tipping into the wood by adjacent properties.  
This comprises much garden waste and some inert material, like hardcore and 
plastics.  This is damaging the ability for a semi-natural ground-flora to develop 
properly and unless controlled will significantly diminish the ecological value of the 
copse. 



Paths extending from gardens into the wood are numerous.  This is causing damage 
to the ground-flora.  Children obviously use the copse to play in and there is a rope 
swing. 

There is a concrete hardstanding (perhaps as a series of footings).  These also 
reduce the ability for the native ground flora to develop. 

Potentially of greatest concern is a quantity of dumped corrugated roof sheets that 
may be of asbestos. 

Non-native species are a distinctive feature. Most are limited in their distribution and 
potential to spread to the detriment of the native flora but a couple notably Sycamore 
and Variegated Yellow-archangel are a real threat.  

 

7. Management Recommendations 

The resumption of small scale management in the copse would be beneficial to the 
flora and fauna.  A newly established ‘friends of’ volunteer group could undertake 
most of the work with hand tools and would infrequently require qualified chainsaw 
support.  Much of the work identified below would also provide a small quantity of 
firewood and, in time, other products like pea sticks and bean poles. 

The timing of operations is critical.  In no particular order, important management 
tasks to consider include:    

1. Progressively coppice the Willows, Elder and some of the Birch and 
Hawthorn. 

2. Pollard a few of the Hawthorns. 

3. Draw up a habitat management work plan 

4. Remove all Sycamore (an element of coppicing would be fine if repeated 
before seeding resumes) 

5. Remove other invasive and non-native species, notably Variegated Archangel    

6. One of the seasonally flooded hollows could be deepened to benefit flora and 
fauna, notably the newt population (pers, A. Westmore.)  

7. Lay the Hawthorn hedge  

8. Have a rubbish tidy and write to residents requesting them to refrain from 
dumping waste. 

9. Plant Honeysuckle on chain link fence at entrance 



10. Restore the Blackthorn patches on boundary and supplement with new 
planting.   

 

8. Proposed path development  

The connecting path proposal is to construct a new all weather surface suitable for 
use by push chair and wheel chair users.  Neighbours have requested that the new 
path does not run too close to their boundaries. 

This will need to be at least 1.2 metres wide and should include at least two wider 
passing places.   

The obvious location is on the existing ‘unofficial’ path entering the site at the gate 
and passing a little right of centre though the copse, then veering to the right and 
exiting at the south-east corner. 

An additional area could be created in the North-East corner, aimed at the local 
school groups, accessible from the main path via an all weather surface. 

This route minimises the impact on the flora and fauna, leaving undisturbed corners 
of the copse and runs over already compacted soils and disturbed ground flora. 

By running to the corner of the copse where there is already a passage into the 
adjacent playing field, the requirement to create a break in the boundary hedge can 
be avoided.   

Where the route traverses low lying ground consideration may need to be given 
constructing approximately 15 meters of boardwalk. 

Establish new native hedging on bank where proposed path nears property 
boundaries (4 properties) 

 

    

 

      

  

    

 

 

 



 

Vascular species record: 

Ash    Fraxinus excelsior 

Astilbe   Astilbe sp. 

Blackthorn    Prunus spinosa   

Bramble   Rubus fruticosus 

Buddleia sp.   Buddleia sp. 

Bugle    Ajuga reptans 

Cleavers   Galium mollugo 

Cock’s-foot   Dactylis glomerata 

Comfrey sp.   Symphytum sp. 

Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus 

Cotoneaster sp.  Cotoneaster sp. 

Cow Parsley   Anthriscus sylvestris 

Creeping thistle  Cirsium arvense 

Cut-leaved cranesbill Geranium  

Daffodil sp.   Narcissus sp. 

Elder     Sambucus nigra 

Willowherb sp.  Epilobium sp. 

Foetid Iris   Iris foetidissima 

Forget-me-not sp.  Myosotis sp. 

Goat willow   Salix caprea 

Grape Hyacinth  Muscari sp.   

Greater Celendine  Chelidonium majus 

Guelder rose   Viburnum opulus  

Hawthorn   Crataegus monogyna 

Hazel    Corylus avellana 



Hedge Woundwort  Stachys sylvaticum   

Hemlock Water-dropwort Oenanthe crocata  

Herb Bennet   Geum urbanum 

Herb Robert   Geranium robertianum    

Hogweed   heracleum sylvaticum 

Holly     llex aquifolium 

Honeysuckle   Lonicera periclymenum 

Hypericum sp.  Hypericum sp. 

Ivy     Hedera helix 

Japanese Rose  Kerria japonica 

Laurel    Prunus laurocerasus 

Hedging Honeysuckle Lonicera nitida 

Lord’s & ladies  Arum maculatum 

Mahonia sp.   Mahonia japonica 

Male Fern   Dryopteris felix-mas 

Nettle    Urtica dioica    

Nipplewort   Lapsana communis 

English Oak   Quercus robur  

Pendulous Sedge  Carex pendula 

Mock Orange  Philadelphus sp. 

Red campion   Silene dioica 

Red Fescue   Festuca rubra 

Remote Sedge  Carex remota 

Rose sp.   Rosa sp. 

Rough Meadow-grass Poa trivialis 

Silver Birch   betula pendula 

Snowdrop   Galanthus sp. 



Soft Rush   Juncus effuses 

Spanish Bluebell  Hyacinthoides sp. 

Spiraea sp.   Spiraea sp. 

Sweet Woodruff  Galium odoratum 

Variegated Archangel Lamium galeobdolon variegatum  

Wavy Bittercress  Cardamine flexuosa 

Wood Dock   Rumex sanguineus 

Xxxxxx Speedwell  Veronica sp. 

Yew    Taxus baccata 

Yorkshire Fog  Holcus lanatus 

 

Birds: 

Blackcap 

Starling 

Song Thrush 

Blackbird 

Wood Pigeon 

Tawny Owl (pers. A. Westmore) 

Robin 

Greenfinch 

Magpie 

House Sparrow 

Great Tit 

Blue Tit  

   

     


