
 

ANNUAL  PARISH  MEETING 

Minutes of the meeting that was held on Thursday 11
th

 May, 2017 in Landford Village Hall 

Present:  Cllr. Mrs. Joy Proctor (Chairman of LPC) and Mrs. Christine Howe – Parish Clerk 

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all in attendance.   

The Chairman introduced the new councillors who attended the meeting explaining that 

they are not officially members until after the meeting on May 17
th

 and signed their 

acceptance forms.   

1.  Lucy Saunders – The protection of trees in the Parish. Lucy, Assistant Tree Officer for the 

New Forest NPA, introduced herself and explained how the NPA is protecting our valuable 

trees within the National Park.  Unusually, there are no conservation areas within the rural 

parish of Landford so any trees of merit which would normally be protected by being 

included in the conservation area, have to be protected by other means.  This is where 

TPO’s are used.  Although TPO’s are normally used as a suburban tool, they are used here in 

Landford Parish to protect the 10 trees with TPO’s on them.   All trees which are considered 

important because of age or size, should be protected by Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s) 

and Lucy asked if anyone had any concerns or information regarding a planning application 

which might affect trees to contact the NPA. 

2.  Mr. John Martin - Merger of Hamptworth and Nomansland with Landford Parish.          

John Martin, a previous long serving member of Landford Parish Council, gave a talk on the 

recent merger of Hamptworth and Nomansland with Landford Parish and the boundary 

changes.  The rumblings of merging the three communities of Hamptworth, Nomansland 

and Landford have been talked about for centuries but since WWII, things have gathered 

apace and the communities have moved increasingly closer together.  Housing 

developments in Landford and Nomansland are now almost abutting each other, the 

Landford and Nomansland schools have amalgamated and the clubs and societies are used 

by all.  With this increasingly integrated community, came the first recent utterings of a 

merger in 2004 but the change of boundary failed due to a difference of opinion between 

Landford and Redlynch.  In 2014 the idea of boundary changes were again broached.  This 

time, Redlynch and Landford Parish Councils reached an accord and, together with the 

assistance of Cllr. Leo Randall, the change to the boundary was summarily agreed.  It was 

officially registered in February 2016 by Wiltshire Council, then a referendum was 

conducted in Nomansland and, overwhelmingly the result was positive towards the change 

of boundary, without which, the merger would not have gone ahead.  The merger came into 

effect on April 1
st

 this year (2017).  Certain assets have been transferred across to Landford 

from Redlynch; the bus shelter and telephone box at Hamptworth, along with the 

Nomansland Meeting Room and Nomansland Recreation Ground, (leased to the 

Nomansland Sporting Association).  The Nomansland Memorial is another ‘asset’ which has 

been transferred and, although officially in Bramshaw Parish, due to another boundary 

change in the distant past, we are very pleased to now have the War Memorial and all it 

conveys in our Parish.  The bringing together of these three areas under one canopy has 

been welcomed by all and hopefully, the boundary will stay this way for another few 

hundred years.  
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3.  Mr. Mike Craddock – Footpaths 

The Footpath Committee was formed under the leadership of Mick Avery in the 1970’s and 

he is still the Chairman.  At that time, many of the paths were neglected and impassable, 

none were marked.  Bridges which were present, were dilapidated and beyond repair.  In 

the early years, the Committee aided by a team of Scouts, cleared and marked the paths 

and built bridges with second hand telegraph poles.  The first edition of the Footpath Guide 

was produced and we are now on our 6
th

 edition with the 7
th

 edition soon to be printed.  

The sales of the Footpath Guide are very important as it finances future editions.  Although 

we are an independent body, we do report to the Parish Council and are grateful for the 

support and encouragement we receive from them.  We also report to the County Rights of 

Way Warden who is very helpful when it comes to dealing with major problems like bridge 

and stile replacements.  Every winter the Footpath Committee aim to inspect and clear 

every path in the Parish which now includes the routes that fall within the new boundaries.  

The best way to keep a path clear is still the same, use it, walk it, enjoy it. 

4.  Mr. John Martin – Maybush Copse   

The local conservation volunteers have continued to support various projects throughout 

the year. During the winter months we helped out with clearing the parish footpath 

network besides carrying out scrub clearance work in Maybush Copse and on Landford Bog.  

During the summer of 2016 as members of the Blackwater Conservation Group (BCG), we 

continued the battle of eradicating Himalayan Balsam, mainly working in the Loosehangar 

wooded area and checking back on areas previously cleared on the Newhouse estate.  On 

occasions we had help from other groups such as the University of Southampton, and an 

evening with the Wellow Cubs & Scouts working down by Wellow Mill.  Other members of 

BCG have continued to carry out chemical tests on the river water and also sampling the 

river bed for invertebrates, all of which is intended to assess and monitor water quality.  The 

presentation was illustrated with pictures taken in Maybush Copse in 2013 and 2017, 

showing the changes that have been made by opening up the tree canopy to let in more 

light and by removing the mass of brambles and undergrowth to encourage the re-

establishment of woodland plants. 

 

The Chairman thanked all the speakers and closed the meeting.  The Chairman then invited 

all the people present to refreshment. 
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